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L ist of Technical Memorandums  

NOTE: The overall freight planning process and development of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Regional Freight Plan was conducted over the course of approximately one year and included a series of eight technical memorandums as interim 
project submittals to SPC. This Final Plan is a compilation, summary, and refinement of those efforts, with a focus o�Q���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���I�U�H�L�J�K�W���D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�R�R�O�V���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���6�3�&�¶�V���I�U�H�L�J�K�W���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�Wies into the future. 

Separate from this Final Plan, additional research, outreach, data, and technical details on many of the freight planning topics addressed herein may be found exclusively within the interim technical memorandum submittals, which are available 
from SPC (upon request) and include the following: 
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Executive Summary  

Introduction  

Successfully providing for the efficient movement of goods is vital to any 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �D�Q�G�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\. In the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
region, that task often co-exists alongside a series of complex relationships 
with the �U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V��topography, past and present industrial trends, critical 
natural resources, or the quality and availability of its transportation assets. 

To explore such relationships, the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission 
(SPC), in their capacity as the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) for the region, led the development of this Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Regional Freight Plan. Through this effort, SPC targeted strategic freight 
investigations to: 

�x Define, assess, and develop a more comprehensive 
understanding of �W�R�G�D�\�¶�V��multimodal freight transportation 
systems 

�x Identify future freight movement needs and opportunities 
through a horizon year of 2040 

�x Craft a strategic freight action plan that will assist in efforts to 
�D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G�� �X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V��overall 
transportation resources 

�x �6�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �6�3�&�¶�V�� �O�R�Q�J�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�O�D�Q�� ���/�5�7�3������
Mapping the Future: The Southwestern PA Plan 

�x �%�X�L�O�G�� �X�S�R�Q�� �I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �3�H�Q�Q�V�\�O�Y�D�Q�L�D�¶�V�� �O�D�W�H�V�W�� �V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H��
LRTP, PA On Track, and the corresponding statewide 
Comprehensive Freight Movement Plan (CFMP) 

�x Consider federal freight planning revisions as defined by the 
�)�L�[�L�Q�J���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���6�X�U�I�D�F�H���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W (FAST Act) 

�7�K�H���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���)�U�H�L�J�K�W���3�O�D�Q���F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���6�3�&�¶�V��Regional Vision  for 

�³�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G���X�V�H���W�K�D�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��

�H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���L�W�´��  

Mapping the Future: The Southwestern PA Plan, http://www.southwesternpaplan.org 

This plan incorporates a multimodal freight transportation perspective that 
encompasses over 25,000 miles of highway; over 30 railroads, including 3 
major Class I operators and 2 regional providers; waterway freight along the 
Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers, and through the Port of Pittsburgh 
as one of the busiest inland ports in the nation; connections for air cargo 
service through the Pittsburgh International Airport; and existing or planned 
intermodal or multimodal freight transfer centers across the region. 

 

  

Regional Freight  Planning Area 

�7�K�H�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �I�U�H�L�J�K�W�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�U�H�D�� �I�R�F�X�V�H�V�� �R�Q�� �6�3�&�¶�V�� �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�� ����-county 
jurisdiction while also considering influences and relationships across a larger 
37-county area in 4 different states. This approach acknowledges the broad 
reach that freight patterns, partners, and influences often have beyond 
traditional jurisdictional boundaries. Collectively, this area includes: 

Southwestern Pennsylvania / SPC Region �����W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\�¶�V���I�R�F�D�O���D�U�H�D���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H��
10-county SPC jurisdiction encompassing Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, 
Butler, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Lawrence, Washington, and Westmoreland 
Counties. The region covers 7,112 square miles with 548 municipal 
governments. 

Southwestern Pennsylvania / Expanded PA Region : a 19-county area that 
considers the 10-county SPC Region plus the influence of 9 adjoining 
Pennsylvania counties including: Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Clarion, Clearfield, 
Jefferson, Mercer, Somerset, and Venango. 

Southwestern Pennsylvania / Neighbor Stat es Region : a broader 18-
county addition that considers the multi-state influence of 6 counties in Ohio 
(Trumbull, Mahoning, Columbiana, Jefferson, Belmont, and Monroe); 10 
counties in West Virginia (Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, Marshall, Wetzel, Tyler, 
Harrison, Marion, Monongalia, and Preston); and 2 counties in Maryland 
(Garrett and Allegany). 

Exhibit ES-1: Regional Freight Planning Area 










































































































































































